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MEMBERS TO CONNECT “ALL TOGETHER” AT
2022 AWI CONVENTION

T

he Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa at Lake Point,
Alabama will host AWI’s premier annual networking and education event, Sept. 28-30, 2022 when
AWI celebrates its 70th Annual Convention.
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Rich History
Built in 1847, the hotel began a magnificent transformation
beginning in 2017 when the entire resort was recast as a sanctuary of modern Southern hospitality as part of the Marriott’s
Autograph Collection. From its strategic location on Mobile
Bay, the hotel played a pivotal role in defending our nation as
a vital military staging site, and its ties to American freedom
span two centuries and two wars. Standing as a hospital during
the Civil War and later as host to key training operations during
World War II, the site is hallowed ground.
Luxurious Amenities
The freshly renovated rooms and suites are luxurious,
supplemented by nine dining and bar options, two 18-hole
(cont. on page 3)
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Get Ready! AWI’s Suite of Standards is Expanding
Following approval by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) in March of three NEW Standards in
AWI’s next-generation suite, the following will become
effective on Aug. 15, 2022.
• ANSI / AWI 0400-2022—Factory Finishing Standard
Scope: Factory application of finish technologies to architectural woodwork and related interior finishes.
The 0400 Standard will supersede Section 5 of the
Architectural Woodwork Standards, Edition 2.

• ANSI / AWI 1232-2022—Manufactured Wood
Casework Standard
Scope: Provides aesthetic and performance standards for
Product designed and manufactured/supplied for specific
construction projects. Such casework is typically produced in
stock incremental measurements and typically available by
manufacturer/supplier’s product line catalog.
This will be AWI’s Standard for Division 12 Manufactured
Casework Standard, supplementing the ANSI / AWI
0641-2019—Architectural Wood Casework.
(cont. on page 3)

AWI NewsBriefs l AWI’s monthly newsletter is published as a service for members to help them improve
operations and grow their businesses. NewsBriefs is also a resource for news and information about AWI’s
products, programs and publications and other membership benefits and services. •
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CONVENTION PREVIEW
S

TURNING OBSTACLES INTO OPPORTUNITIES
S

S

ome days overcoming obstacles seems
overwhelming to many of us. How do
we find courage to meet challenges in
our path to success, lead our business
team, produce a quality work product, and
build a legacy for our children?
One way is to gain courage and inspiration
from others whose paths often are so much more
challenging than ours. Such a story belongs to
Mark Hublar, a passionate advocate born with
Down Syndrome, who inspires audiences as
a successful motivational speaker. Mark is
scheduled to speak at the upcoming AWI
Convention in Lake Point, AL, Sept. 28-30.
Inspiring Journey
Mark’s journey was not even believed to
be possible by any in the medical field at the
time of his birth in 1964. His then 23-year-old
parents were advised by medical professionals
to institutionalize Mark because they believed
he would never walk, never talk, nor be capable
of showing any emotion, let alone take care of
himself. But no, they refused and Mark became
a member of their close-knit family which now
includes four sons. Mark’s journey would break
down barriers, change minds, warm hearts, and
inspire tens of thousands across the country.
Recently, Mark and his brother Greg,
National Sales Manager with AWI Bronze
Partner Flexible Materials, spoke with
NewsBriefs. Mark explained that he is capable

A MIRACLE NAMED MARK
Mark turned Down Syndrome from
an obstacle into a remarkable
journey…from escaping institutionalization after his birth, to informing
and inspiring audiences across the
country, Mark’s biography brings
hope and encouragement to anyone
who reads it.
Each company that attends the 70th
AWI Convention will receive one
copy of the book, A Miracle Named
Mark, which his brother Greg was
spiritually inspired to write. Mark
will be available after his presentation to personally sign your book.
Additional copies can be purchased
at www.markjhublarspeaks.com
where you can also select from one
of seven charities to which Mark will
donate 10% of the sale. z

of doing what in 1964 no one thought
could be done. This includes riding a
moped, residing alone in an apartment,
holding a job, and receiving a college
degree in public speaking. At 57, Mark
has held several different jobs as a reliable employee. He has been a partner
in two different businesses, and now
has his own business as a motivational
speaker, Mark J. Hublar Speaks. “Many
others with disabilities can also
realize their full potential, if they are
given a chance,” he said.
Greg Hublar said he never knew until
he reached 5th Grade that Mark was different. “When expectations are high,
people rise to the occasion,” he said.
Convention Take-away
Mark will talk about his life. He wants
employers to understand that people
with disabilities have capabilities. “Look
past what you think people’s deficiencies are, and find out what they are
truly capable of,” Greg said. “Obstacles
didn’t stop me one bit,” Mark said.
Considering the employment needs
within the architectural woodwork
industry, they hope Mark will inspire
convention attendees to consider hiring
people with disabilities. z

THANK YOU 2022 AWI PARTNERS
AWI thanks these members whose additional support helps to fund the association’s programs,
publications and other services for members. AWI Manufacturing Members are encouraged
to connect with these Suppliers anytime at www.awinet.org whenever a need arises for their
services. To learn about the 2022 Partner Program for AWI members contact AWI Vice President
of Membership & Marketing Katie Allen at kallen@awinet.org.
Gold Partners
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Silver Partners

Premier Partner

Platinum Partner

Bronze Partners
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CONNOR LOKAR, CONSTRUCTION ECONOMIST,
RETURNS TO AWI CONVENTION

The

Closing Keynote speaker at AWI’s
70th Annual Convention, will again
feature ITR Economics’ Connor
Lokar, delivering insights about the economic forces
that members face and will face on the firing line of their
business strategies.
Confronting Uncertainty
Will the economy continue to recover? Will inflation reign in growth? Will it lead
to a recession? Should you plan on limited construction growth in targeted sectors? Should you play it safe to control costs? What should you plan on throughout
2022 and early 2023?
Session Take-aways
Put these and other considerations in perspective with solid economic forecasts
from ITR Economics. Leave the AWI Convention better prepared to make strategic decisions going forward. Gain more confidence in your decision-making.
About the Speaker
Few young economists present their insights with the authority, accuracy, and
humor that Connor Lokar brings to the stage.
Connor has been giving economic keynotes, workshops, and webinars across
North America since he joined ITR Economics in 2014. Using his quick wit and
knack for storytelling, he leverages his youthful appearance to upend expectations
and successfully captivate and educate audiences. Thousands of business leaders have enjoyed his dynamic approach; Connor emphasizes the applicability of
economic intelligence and calls his audience to action.
Connor specializes in construction and industrial markets but consults and
presents to businesses across all industries, helping them grow revenue and
remain profitable through an everchanging business cycle.
The 2022 Convention will be Connor’s fifth appearance at an AWI gathering. z

SAVE THE DATE! • 70TH AWI ANNUAL CONVENTION
September 28-30, 2022 • The Grand Hotel • Lake Point, Alabama
Registration opens soon! • www.awinet.org
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MEMBERS TO CONNECT...
(cont. from page 1)

championship courses, a spa and a
salon, 10 tennis courts, and a marina.
Daily education sessions and evening
functions will occur in luxurious
surroundings.
Networking / Education		
The Grand Hotel is a grand location
where members will hear engaging and
informative presentations, enjoy lovely
social functions, renew acquaintances
and make new friends among the AWI
family, who are well-known for their
inclusiveness.
Mark your calendar to attend the
70th AWI Annual Convention,
Sept. 28-30, 2022. Registration will
open soon. z

S TA N DA R D S

GET READY: AWI'S SUITE...
(cont. from page 1)

•A
 NSI / AWI 1236-2022—
Countertops Standard
Scope: Provide aesthetic and performance standards for various countertop
materials including but not limited
to plastic-laminate clad (decorative
laminate/HPDL), solid
surface, epoxy resin,
natural and engineered
stone, solid and veneered
wood, and solid phenolic.
The Countertops Standard will
supersede Section 11 of Architectural
Woodwork Standards, Edition 2. z
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ABOUT QCP

QCP Resources for Woodworkers & Architects

A

rchitectural Woodworkers will find education resources aimed at introducing and explaining the value and process involved with project certification on a variety of online platforms. Plus, members of the design/build
industry can learn about benefits of using QCP Licensed Woodworkers
for projects not only on the Quality Certification Program (QCP) website but also on
social media.
Explore the news updates, blogs, publications, pod casts, FAQs, case studies, and other
resources starting at the QCP website: www.awiqcp.org > Insights. QCP also reaches out
to the design/build community on Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook and YouTube.
What will you discover? Answers to these types of sample questions for woodworkers
and more…
What types of projects is QCP certification best for?
What are the effects of heat on architectural woodwork?
What are a Woodworker’s options for wood finishing systems?
What should you consider and include in cabinet shop drawings?
How do you leverage your QCP License?
What do inspectors look for in interior wood wall cladding?

•
•
•
•
•
•

Begin your adventure in learning about QCP by checking out
the resources at www.awiqcp.org. z
The AWI Quality Certification Program (QCP) is a valuable quality assurance tool for interior architectural woodwork, one of
the most highly visible aspects of many construction projects. QCP assesses whether the millwork provided meets the project's specifications and industry standards. QCP was launched
in 1995. Since then, the program has been endorsed by the American Subcontractors
Association (ASA) and the Construction Specification Institute (CSI). www.awiqcp.org

AW I O U T R E A C H

SPREADING THE
WORD TO THE DESIGN/
BUILD INDUSTRY
AWI staff and volunteers
continued to bring the AWI
Standards and Testing message to
Construction Specification Writers
during Regional Construction
Specification Institute Conferences
in April held in Plymouth, MA,
Orlando, FL, and Denver, CO.
Informative programs were presented there as well as online deliveries
of AWI continuing education.
AWI’s outreach to Specifiers,
Architects, and others is a key element of its education efforts about
the value of AWI Standards, specification of the Quality Certification
Program (QCP), and product testing. z
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New AWI Members

DID YOU KNOW?

MANUFACTURERS

AWI’s growing suite of New Standards are designed for easy access and use.

AMERICAN ARCHITECTURAL

First, they are free of charge at www.awinet.org. Second, the Standards are

MILLWORK, LLC

tied into education and other information that relate to the specific subject.
Use the powerful search engine on the website to query about what you need
to know. Third, because the online Standards are easily accessible, you can

HIGH POINT, NC
ARCHITECTURAL WOOD DESIGN, INC.

FRESNO, CA

bookmark specific language you wish to keep on hand. Fourth, you can relay

CRITERION GENERAL, INC.

the information via email to others on your team. Fifth, the online Standards

ANCHORAGE, AK

can be easily updated by the AWI Technical Committee, so it is always current

DAN SOLID SURFACES

information. Sixth and finally, those who want a printed copy of the Standards

BATON ROUGE, LA

may purchase them by logging into the AWI Store. The benefits of the new
suite of AWI Standards are boundless. Watch them grow! z
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NOTE: THESE NEW MEMBERS JOINED
AWI IN APRIL 2022.
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NOTE: The Architectural Woodwork Institute (AWI) makes every effort to ensure that published information is accurate and current. Neither AWI, nor any content contributor, officer, or employee of AWI warrants the accuracy, reliability or timeliness of any information published in AWI NewsBriefs and/or AWI e-Briefs, nor endorses any products, services
or other information resources linked from AWI’s editorial content and shall not be held liable for any losses caused by reliance on the accuracy, reliability or timeliness of such
information. Portions of the information may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on any information obtained from this system does so at their own risk.

